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One of the minor curiosities of Australian history is that 
for years there was a no-man's land between So&th Australia 
and Victoria. 
It arose out of a decision in 1834 by a civil servant in 
London to set the boundary at the 141st meridian. 
The problem was that the surveyors of the day became confused 
and settled on a line that was, in fact, about four 
kilometres to the west. 
After much wrangling by august gentlemen who should have , 
known better, it wound up in the Privy Council with a 
judgement that the line as surveyed was the true boundary. 
It is a classic illustration of how arbitrary was the setting 
of colonial boundaries in Australia. 
The consequent inefficiencies are still with us. 
And this is true in important areas whenever we seek to 
achieve effective planning that involves cohesive 
regional areas across State boundaries. 
At the last South Australian election, in March 1973, my 
Government put forward a considered program £>r 
decentralisation. 
All political parties in Australia today make much of their 
belief in decentralisation. 
But it is a subject which tends to receive more lip service 
than action. 
Our program is a specific one stemming from the decision 
to limit the size of metropolitan Adelaide and thus avoid 
the problem of urban sprawl which bedevils Melbourne and 
Sydney. 
It is based on the establishment of regional growth centres -
a concept accepted by the Commonwealth Government. 
We will have three such centres: 
Monarto, the new city some 80 kilometres west of 
Adelaide for which planning is now well advanced. 
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The northern cities of Port Pirie, Port Augusta and 
Whyalla making up the "iron triangle" at the head of 
Spencer Gulf. 
The south eastern area containing Mount Gambier, 
Millieent, Naracoorte and Penola, known as the 
"green triangle" from the large forests which are 
a feature of it. 
The ambitious scale of development which we envisage for 
each of these areas will be impossible without a large 
measure of Commonwealth support. 
3^must also take account of the present economic realities. 
In the case of the "green triangle" one of these is that 
there is a natural community of interest between the towns 
of the south east of South Australia and the south west 
of Victoria. 
Business and.social life flows between them with scant 
regard for the border. 
It may well be that to secure Commonwealth backing of 
the order needed to get effective growth in this area 
South V/estern Victoria would have to be included in the 
overall planning as well. 
It may well be that industrialists with the resources 
necessary to get more and more stableimployment in the 
green triangle - the aim of decentralisation - themselves 
will require such overall planning. 
For instance; Portland with its deep sea harbour facilities 
has an obvious relevance to manufacturers and primary 
producers in the south east. 
My Government would welcome joint planning on this basis. 
We are committed to the development of the green trianglq^?) 
But we are not insistent that it stops at the border - the 
141st meridian or the other one. 
Our concern as a State Government is obviously with 
South Australia - and South Australia first. 
However, if it is in South Australia's interest that we 
th Victoria's south western region it may become a 
green square). 
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cooperate on an interstate basis then we will happily 
do so. 
The Victorian Labor Party Leader, Mr Holding, has already 
raised this matter with me on an informal basis and is an 
enthusiast for such cooperation. 
So am I. 
And so, I believe, are the people of the South East and 
of South Western Victoria. 
My Government will give very serious and sympathetic 
consideration to any approach by the Commonwealth or 
Victorian Governments to joint or coordinated regional 
planning transcending the formal State line. 
Development of this kind is, I believe, no more than 
obvious commonsense. 
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